Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 223 K; mean (C-C) = 0.013 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.142; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.0.
In the neutral title complex, [HgCl 2 (C 12 H 11 NO 3 )], the Hg II ion is pentacoordinated by two Cl atoms, one N atom and two weakly coordinating O atoms from the methyl 2-(quinolin-8-yloxy)acetate ligand. The coordination around the Hg II ion may be described as highly distorted trigonal-bipyramidal. Centrosymmetric dimers are formed by an additional weak HgÁ Á ÁCl interaction, leading to a distorted octahedral coordination geometry around the Hg II ion.
Related literature
For the use of quinolin-8-yloxy acetic acid and its derivatives as ligands in transition metal complexes, see: Cheng et al. 
Experimental
Crystal data 
N,O)acetate-κO]mercury(II)
Yu-Hong Wang, Xue-Hua Zhu and Rui-Feng Song Comment Quinolin-8-yloxy acetic acid and it's derivatives are well known ligands in transition metal coordination compounds (Cheng et al., 2007; Song et al., 2004; Wang et al., 2005; Wang et al., 2008) . Some metal complexes with such ligands are being prepared because of their intriguing structural diversity and potential uses as functional materials (Cheng et al., 2007; Song et al., 2004; Wang et al., 2005; Wang et al., 2008) . So, we prepared the title Hg II complex with methyl-2-(quinoline-8-yloxy)-acetate ligand, (I).
In the title compound, the Hg II atom is five-coordinated by two Cl atoms, one N atom and two O atoms from methyl-2-(quinoline-8-yloxy)-acetate ligand, forming a highly distorted trigonal bipyramidal geometry ( (Table 1) . If these are considered to be chemically signifcant interactions, two monoclear Hg complexes are formed into the centrosymmetric dimers by weak Hg-Cl interactions ( Fig. 1) . So, the coordination around Hg atom can act as a distrorted octahedral geometry.
The molecular packing is controlled by these dimers and intermolecular π-π interactions; the quinoline rings are separated by 3.527 (1) and 3.813 (1) Å (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
Quinolin-8-yloxy acetic acid (0.0203 g, 0.1 mmol), HgCl 2 (0.0272 g, 0.1 mmol), methanol (3 ml) and triethylamine (0.0101 g, 0.1 mmol) were placed in a thick Pyrex tube and heated to 130 C° for 5 days. After cooling at a rate of 5 C°/h to ambient temperature, yellow prismatic crystals were collected, washed with anhydrous ethanol, and dried at room temperature. The yield is 51% based on quinolin-8-yloxy acetic acid. Analysis found: C, 29.91; H, 2.30; N, 2.87%; calculated for C 12 H 11 Cl 2 HgNO 3 : C, 29.49; H, 2.27; N, 2.87%.
Refinement
H atoms were included in calculated positions and refined as riding, with C-H distances of 0.94 (aromatic), 0.98 (methylene) and 0.97 Å (methyl), and with U iso (aromatic and ethyl) = 1.2U eq (C) and U iso (methylene) = 1.5U eq (C). 
Computing details

Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids [symmetry codes: Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. (11 
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